
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 

 

September 7, 1953 ~ January 10, 2021 
 

BayNorth Church of Christ ~  

2100 Pennsylvania Ave, Fairfield, CA 94533 
 

Saturday, March 13, 2021 

12:00PM 

Otis James Dunbar, Sr. 

With special thanks from the  

Dunbar Family 
 

Thank you so much for all of your love, support, text 

messages, phone calls, posts, and beautiful cards 

during this very difficult time. We, the Dunbar’s, are 

forever grateful. 
  

 

 

 

 ‘Forever in our Hearts’ 



 
  

Obituary 
Otis James Dunbar, Sr. was born to his parents…Otis Dunbar and Ella 

Beatrice (Bishop) Dunbar on September 7, 1953 and move to Heaven on January 10, 2021. 

He is the youngest son and the fourth child out of five children.  Otis was born in 

Texarkana, Arkansas, then the family moved to Berkeley, CA. He was raised in Berkeley 

and North Oakland, CA. Otis accepted Christ at young age, and to please his sister, it was 

mutually agreed while sitting at the dining room table, he accepted Christ again 

approximately 7 years ago.      
 

 

Otis graduated from Berkeley High School in 1972, where he competitively ran track and 

played baseball. He received many accolades, awards, and trophies. Otis also played 

baseball for local Berkeley teams for many years. He was truly a gifted sportsman and has 

strong passion for sports in which he inherited from his dad.    
 

 

In 1978, Otis met Schennetta Hayden. They dated, became engaged and later married. 

To this union two children were born, LaSheta and Otis, Jr.  
 

 

Otis went on work at General Motors aka New United Motor Manufacturing, Inc 

(NUMMI) for about 25 years where he became a Team Lead and received multiple 

awards; Excellent Attendance - 20 years of perfect attendance (did not miss one 

schedule workday). Also, Safety Award for creative safety ideas that was implemented 

within the NUMMI Plant.   While at NUMMI, Otis met his best of the best friend’s aka 

brother, Keith Brown, and later Keith’s wife, Marcia.  This relationship went over a span 

of about 30 years.  He was welcome with so much sincere love into Keith and Marcia’s 

families, treated Otis as if they were born to be brothers. 
 

 

Otis started attending BayNorth Church of Christ about five year ago, where, once again, 

he was embraced by the church family as if he had been there from his beginning years.  

Among enjoying many social events, Otis was a member of the Social Group known as 

the “Red Hots”.  They were known for Gala Affairs where the men were often found in 

tuxedos and the women in their gorgeous gowns, dancing, socializing, laughing, and 

genuinely enjoying themselves.  His favorite pastime was the Giants Baseball Team, 

watching other sport activities with Keith and Marcia. Favorite musical groups were the 

Dramatics and Temptations. Otis LOVED barbequing in the rain or sunshine.  He was a 

very loyal dad and grandfather aka grandpa to his children and grandchildren.  
 

 

Otis was preceded in his transition to heaven, by his father, Otis Dunbar; his mother, Ella 

Beatrice Dunbar; brother, John Dunbar, Sr.; sister, Louise Reed. He leaves to celebrates 

his life, wife, Schennetta Hayden Dunbar; son, Otis J. Dunbar, Jr. (Ashley); daughter, 

LaSheta Dunbar-Ford (Gordon); grandchildren, Rylin Ford and Jaden Ford; his sisters, 

Athelynne Deloris Dunbar-Robinson, Shirley Jean Mills-Woodard; nephews, John 

Dunbar, Jr. and Jeremy C. J. McKinley; nieces, Rogena Dunbar-MacKengal, Della N. 

Robinson-Hill (Edwin, Jr.), Talitha Allen, Tiffany N. Robinson-Carson (Earnest, Jr.);  

Sister-in-law, Rosa  Dunbar, along with a host of family and close friends.    

 
 

 

Grandpa was the absolute best! He was 

kind, and always loved to be with me. I 

will really miss chatting with him. He 

made me feel special.  

Rylin Ford ~ (Granddaughter) 

Otis was always there for me, even when 

we didn’t live in the same city. He always 

made time for me and helped me through 

difficult times in my life. We had so much 

fun growing up together and he was the 

best brother I could ask for.  

Athelynne Robinson (Otis’ sister) 

The thing I will miss most about Grandpa 

is his hugs and playing football on the 

beach with him. He always played in goal 

and let me take shots at him. I loved 

Grandad very much. 

Jaden Ford ~ (Grandson) 

I have soooo many happy memories of my 

Uncle Otis. He was and will always be a 

strong, yet gentle man and I looked up to 

him. He always had good advice and he 

always pointed me in the right direction.   

Della Hill (Niece) 

Tributes 
 



 
  

‘Otis’ 
‘There are some people in life that 

make you LAUGH a little louder,  

SMILE a little bigger and  

LIVE just a little bit better’ 

“There’s a rainbow after every storm.” 

~ Unknown 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Order of Service 

 

PROCESSIONAL 

Minister/Family 

 

MUSIC 

What Can I Do ~ Tye Tribbett 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Read by a Member of the Church ~ John 3:16 
 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING 

Read by Della Hill ~ II Corinthian 13 

 

PRAYER 

Read by Pastor Sam Moore 
 

 

SPECIAL TRIBUTE 

Collage of Pictures 
 

 

EXPRESSIONS 

Family and Friends ~ 2 Minutes Please  
 

 

PRAISE DANCE ~ VIDEO 

Order My Steps ~ Brooklyn Tabernacle Choir 
Performed by Shiloh Baptist Church ~ Dancing Disciples 

 

 

READING of OBITUARY 

Marcia Brown 
 

 

EULOGY 

Pastor Sam Morris  
 

 

CLOSING PRAYERS & BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL 

 

 

 

 

 

He Restores My Soul…. 
 

The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. he restores my 

soul. He guides me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 

they comfort me. 

 

Psalm 23: 1-4 

 

 

 

 

Precious Gift 
 

A life well lived is a precious gift, 

of hope and strength and grace, 

from someone who has made our world 

a brighter, better place. 

 

It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad 

with smiles and sometimes tears, 

with friendships formed and 

good times shared, 

And laughter through the years. 

 

A life well lived is a legacy, 

of joy and pride and pleasure, 

a living, lasting memory 

our grateful hearts will treasure. 

 


